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the duration of infection in males. The range of serum titres was from 20 to 40,
both for phase I as well as for phase II C. burnetii.

In order to eliminate the possibility of non-sexual transmission of the infec-
tion due to overnight contact with urine or faeces of infected partners, one
infected male mouse was housed overnight together with 5 healthy male mice.
Neither antibodies to C. burnetii in the serum nor rickettsiae in organs of
healthy male mice were detected.

We conclude that C. burnetii infection in mice can be sexually transmitted to
females, most probably due to the ability of rickettsiae to adhere to sperma-
tozoa.

The influence of C. burnetii infection on the offspring of mice infected by
sexual route was investigated. The number of embryos and their foetal morta-
lity were evaluated.

Significant decrease in number of embryos from females mated with male
mice in the 6 and 7 week of infection was observed. This was accompanied by






